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ABOUT US
Wirral Riding Centre has been established
for over 40 years, providing riding lessons
for adults and children of all abilities and
ages by our qualified staff.

We have over 30 horses and ponies so are
able to accommodate all abilities from
beginners through to experienced riders.

BRITISH HORSE
SOCIETY

As a BHS Approved Riding
School we are inspected
regularly to ensure we meet
high standards of safety, horse
welfare and tuition.

www.wirralridingcentre.com 0151 366 3638 senco@wirralridingcentre.com

Opening hours
Monday - Closed
Tuesday - 8.30am - 9.00pm 
Wednesday - 8.30am - 9.00pm
Thursday - 8.30am - 9.00pm  
Friday - 8.30am - 9.00pm
Saturday - 8.30am - 5.00pm
Sunday - 8.30am - 5.00pm

Haddon Lane, 
Neston, CH64 8TA
0151 366 3638



As a BHS Approved Centre we joined the
Changing Lives Through Horses (CLTH)
programme 5 years ago. We currently have
30 young people who are quickly discovering
the transformative power of working with
horses. 

Alternative Provision 
at Wirral Riding Centre

Our vision ‘To inspire individuals classified as disengaged and/or disadvantaged to reconnect with society
through working with horses.’
The mission ‘To empower young people, regardless of their background, with the opportunity to develop their
skills and knowledge enabling them to return to education and/or employment.’

 We are an
enthusiastic and

dedicated team. We
strive to provide the

best equine
education and

experience for our
young people and are
excited to welcome

more young people to
our team.

‘Together, with horses, we can change the way you see the world.’



   There are two bespoke frameworks that have
been linked to the National Curriclum for KS1
and KS2 and mapped to core subjects within

KS3 and KS4.

5-11 years - Achievers
11-25 - ExplorersBuilding Relationships

Communication

Confidence
Responsibility

Teamwork

WHAT DOES THE PROGRAMME LOOK LIKE?

 

Young people (5-15) who are either permanently excluded, at risk of permanent exclusion
or who have special education needs or disabilities (SEND). 
Young people (16-25) who are not in employment, education or training (NEET), therefore
at risk of becoming socially excluded with income below the poverty line and without the
skills to improve their economic situation. 

WHO IS THE PROGRAMME FOR?

The CLTH programme is an educational and character building programme which
encompasses the development of Life Skills and academic achievement within an
equine environment. There are six fundamental Life Skills which are the foundation for
helping young people flourish. These life skills are weaved through the programme for
all ages of participants: 

Perseverance 

The CLTH programme has a simple goal, to build young people’s resilience, confidence
and self-esteem and support them to develop the drive and ambition to be a

productive member of society through re-engaging with education and employment.
Changing Lives Through Horses has the ability to reach these young people at a critical

point in their lives.



The programme does not require the participant to have any previous experience of working
with horses or the outdoors; they simply have to show a desire to be in this environment. It is
also not necessary for the participant to learn to ride as part of this programme, although this
certainly is an option and could potentially be a big attraction.

WHAT EXPERIENCE IS REQUIRED?

The impact we have seen the CLTH programme have on young people is phenomenal.
Being outdoors on a busy, working yard has given our young people opportunities to
communicate with other young people and adults. As our young people gain experience
and develop their equine knowledge they are confident around our ponies and horses.
They have a sense of belonging, have the confidence to work towards their awards, to
carry out day to day tasks and to challenge themselves. 

I was in high school, and from Year 8 onwards I wasn’t engaging in any of my lessons
except for PE which meant I spent all of my time in isolation or wandering around
hiding from staff. When I got to Year 10 school mentioned me starting an alternative
provision at Wirral Riding Centre. At first I didn’t know what to expect because I was
scared of horses! When I first started I wouldn’t even go into a stable or touch a horse.
After day 1 of being at the yard I begged my mum to let me do more days! I ended up
doing two days and loved it. I feel like once I had started at the yard school became
better. By the time I was in Year 11 I actually went to all of my lessons and didn’t run
away from any of the staff. As I got to the end of Year 11 Phil, who is the owner of
Wirral Riding Centre came to school to explore the options of me doing an
apprenticeship with them. Of course, I said yes and I now work 4 full days here!

I can now ride on my own, walk, trot, canter and I am learning to jump! I manage
horses on my own all the time, looking after them and putting on their tack in their
stables.

Gabby’s Story...



How many days can my young person do?
Each young person can do the number of
days that suit them, parents/carers and the
educational setting. These days are flexible
and can increase/decrease where
necessary.
How do I fund my young person
attending? Most young people are funded
by their educational setting but young
people can be funded through other
community/private funding too. 
What do I do now?

    Speak to the team around your young person          
    and express your interest at WRC. 

Give  us  a  call
Call us at Wirral Riding Centre and ask for
Debbie, Chrissi or Stacey. We can learn a
little bit more about what it is you are
looking for before arranging a visit for your
school and young person. 

Ema il
Email us your questions and we will help you
to understand how we can facilitate a
position for your young person.

Webs i t e
Visit our website, select the Alternative
Provision tab and ‘Make An Enquiry’

PLEASE GET IN TOUCH

F A Q


